
 

 

Shepherd of the Valley and the ELCA 
(A Comparison of Beliefs) 

 

The following information was assembled to help the members of 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church understand the profound differ-
ences between our positions on Biblical Authority, Salvation, Church Gov-
ernance, Marriage and those positions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA). 

 

Biblical Authority 

ELCA Position 

“Because Biblical writers, editors and compilers were limited by 
their times and world views, even as we are, the Bible contains mate-
rial wedded to those times and places. It also means that writers 
sometimes provide differing and even contradictory views of God’s 
word, ways and will…….” 

“…..Listening to the living Jesus in the context of the church, we 
therefore have the task of deciding among these. Having done this 
listening, we sometimes conclude either that the writer’s culture or 
personal experience…seems to have prompted his missing what God 
was saying or doing, or that God now is saying or doing 
something new.” 

Source: www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/New-or-Returning-to-Church/
Dig-Deeper/The-Bible.aspx 

“Scripture cannot be used in isolation as the norm for Christian 
life and the source of knowledge for the exercise of moral judgment.” 

Source: Social Statement on Human Sexuality of the ELCA: (First Draft, 
Page 15, lines 417-418) 

Shepherd of the Valley Position 

We teach that the Holy Bible is God's Word. It is God-breathed and 
our final authority in matters of faith and life ( 2 Timothy 3:16, Psalms 
119:105). 

Source: www.shepherd-lutheran.org/teachbelief.html 

 
 
 

 

 

Salvation 

ELCA Position  

“For ELCA Lutherans, Braaten’s words ring true: ‘The special 
quality of Jesus’ uniqueness is best grasped in terms of his universal 
meaning. This concrete person, Jesus of Nazareth, is unique because 
of his unequaled universal significance. The point of his uniqueness 
underlines his universality. If Jesus is the Lord and Savior, he is the 
universal Lord and Savior, not merely my personal Lord and Savior. 
Because Jesus is the unique and universal Savior, there is a large 
hope for salvation, not only for me and others with the proper 
credentials of believing and belonging to the church, but for all 
people whenever or wherever they might have lived and no 
matter how religious or irreligious they may have proved to be 
themselves…’” 

Source :ELCA Statement of Beliefs: “Salvation”. (www.elca.org/What-
We-Believe/New-or-Returning-to-Church/Dig-Deeper/Salvation.aspx) 

ȰȣJesus now sends the disciples to make disciples of all nations. 
That does not mean make everyone disciples.  Most people who 
are helped by Jesus and believe in him never become disciples.  Jesus 
includes in salvation people who do not believe in him or even 
know about him...” 

Source :The ELCA Lutheran Study Bible (First Edition) Comments On 
Matthew 28:16-20 

“…Jesus makes these little ones, who suffer and are broken, the 
place of his presence in our world, even for those who do not believe 
in him or know about it. This is one way Jesus creates salvation for 
those who do not even know him.” 

Source: The ELCA Lutheran Study Bible (First Edition) Comments On 
Matthew 25 

Shepherd of the Valley Position 

We teach that Christ alone ( Acts 4:2, John 14:6) provides 
salvation. This salvation is a free gift ("grace" Ephesians 2:8-9). We 
teach that one can be certain of eternal life ("assurance" John 5:24). 
We teach that we partake of this free gift of grace by faith alone 
(Romans 3:28, John 3:16), and thereby enter a lifelong process of 
change and growth (Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 2:20). 

Source: www.shepherd-lutheran.org/teachbelief.html 
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Called to Common Mission 
A Joint Agreement with the Episcopal Church  

ELCA Position 

The ELCA entered into a “Full Communion” agreement with the 
Episcopal Church in 2001, called “Called to Common Mission”.  In 
order to enter into this agreement, the ELCA was forced to adopt the 
“historic episcopate” for pastors and bishops.  This means that they 
are all supposed to be in direct lineage to the Apostle Peter.  This also 
means that the traditional Lutheran belief about clergy and hierarchy 
(focusing on the “priesthood of all believers”) has been put aside in 
order to enter into this agreement. 

Shepherd of the Valley Position 

CCM is problematic and even destructive because, it is: 

1. A shift of yet more power from congregations to hierarchical 
bishops and church structures. 

2. A widening gap between clergy and the "priesthood of all 
believers." (1 Peter 2:9) 

3. An abandonment of our Lutheran confessions (statements of 
belief) regarding what is necessary for true Christian unity: 
the Word and the Sacraments. 

4. A displacement of the authority of the Word of God onto man 
made church structures. 

In 1541, Martin Luther declared , "In the church, the succession of 
bishops does not make a bishop, but the Lord alone is our bishop." 

Article VII of the Augsburg Confession: 
"It is SUFFICIENT for the true unity of the Christian church that the 
Gospel be preached in conformity with a pure understanding of it and 
that the sacraments be administered in accordance with the divine 
Word," and "it is NOT necessary for the true unity of the church that 
ceremonies instituted by men [such as episcopal ordination] should be 
uniformly observed in all places." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage 

ELCA Position 

We understand that, in this discernment about ethics and church 
practice, faithful people can and will come to different conclusions 
about the meaning of Scripture and about what constitutes 
responsible action. We further believe that this church, on the basis of 
“the bound conscience,”  will include these different understandings 
and practices within its life as it seeks to live out its mission and 
ministry in the world… 

Source: “Social Statement: Sexuality Gift and Trust”, p. 11 

RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow 
congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold 
publicly accountable life-long, monogamous, same-gender 
relationships. 

RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for 
people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-
gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this church. 

Source: Recommendation 2 and 3 of the “Recommendation for Ministry 
Policies” Passed at ELCA CWA 2009 

Shepherd of the Valley Position 

We affirm that God created us male and female, and that it is 
God’s will and intention that human sexual expression and fulfillment 
take place only within the boundaries of marriage between one man 
and one woman (Genesis 2:24-25; Matthew 19:4-6; and Mark 10:2-9). 

 


