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F eed My Starv-

ing Children is =
coming to Shepherd | %=
of the Valley on

Saturday, June 7. )
I’'ve been told that ARV
on that day we will HILDR
have 360 people

preparing 100,000 meals. You've
got to be kidding!

It is going to be a wild, fast mov-
ing, exciting day at Shepherd of
the Valley as young and old alike
gather to prepare meals for thou-
sands of starving children from
other parts of the world.

This event was inspired by one
of our members, Mary Jenson.
She first heard about it from her
daughter-in-law who attends an-
other Twin Cities Lutheran
church. Then she attended one
of these events in Stillwater to
see what it was like. After that
experience, Mary was convinced
that this would be a perfect out-
reach project for Shepherd of the
Valley and she volunteered to
coordinate the event.

The project will be completed by
three shifts of volunteers. One

“My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.” John 10:27

hundred and twenty people are
needed to work the assembly line
per two-hour shift. There will be
a bit of training and orientation
when people first arrive and then
it's off to pack meals. Music will
be playing, people will be work-
ing joyously, and they will be
done before they know it.

When | asked Mary if she was
nervous about the enormity of
this challenge her response was,
“Not at all. 1 have seen the peo-
ple of this congregation step up
again and again to help needy
people in the name of Christ.
God is at work in this congrega-
tion, so I'm not worried at all.
We'll get it done!”

People who are interested in get-
ting in on this event can sign up
for a work shift the first weekend
of May or online at Shepherd’s
website.

Feed My Starving Children
(FMSC) is a non-profit Christian
organization committed to feed-
ing God'’s starving children hun-
gry in body and spirit. The ap-
proach is simple: volunteers of all
ages hand-pack meals designed

specially for starving children,
and FMSC ships the meals to
more 50 countries around the
world.

Feed My Starving Children was
founded as a Christian nonprofit
in 1987 through the efforts of a
Minnesota businessman who felt
called by God to help feed the
starving children of the world
during a humanitarian visit to
Honduras. He returned to the
Twin Cities to develop a method
of large-scale relief.

His efforts, energy and resources
resulted in the development of a
food mixture that would be easy
and safe to transport, simple to
make with only boiling water,
and culturally acceptable world-
wide. This basic formula of rice,
high protein soy nuggets, vegeta-
bles, vitamins and flavoring is
still used by FMSC today.

In 1994, 2,400 volunteers packed
400,000 meals from FMSC'’s
original Brooklyn Park location
By 2007, the three Minnesota
sites produced a total of 40 mil-
lion meals with 170,000 volun-
teers.




What’s next?

That is a question | frequently con-
sider as a leader.

We've put up another building.
We continue to attract many new
members to Shepherd. Small
groups continue to thrive and
our children’s and youth minis-
tries are doing very well. Itisa
fun time for us. But I have
learned along the way to never
get too comfortable. | have also
come to believe that the Holy
Spirit goes ahead of us, preparing
us for new things and inviting us
to jump on board. So, what'’s
next?

Here is something God has put
on my heart to seriously con-
sider: Our mission statement
says that we exist to connect
people to Christ through nurtur-
ing, building friendships, and
serving. | think there is great
opportunity for growing the last
part of that statement -

. | sense that
many of you have had that nudg-
ing as well.

When | attend a Loaves and
Fishes and see the huge
Shepherd turnout to serve
meals, | see it as a sign of
God at work.
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When | listen to people
come back from serving on a
mission, excited and plan-
ning on the next trip before
they are off the plane, I see it
as a sign.

When | see the Habitat for
Humanity site filled with
joyous people putting up a
home, or | see a large group
of women knitting up a
storm for prayer shawl give-
aways, | see it as a sign.

When | see a signup for
serving at a women’s shelter
filled in a matter of a few
hours and the many partici-
pants who do Senior out-
reach, it seems that God is
creating within us a hunger
to serve in Jesus’ name.
That is an exciting thought!

I'm calling all members to join
me in prayer. Let us ask God to
open our eyes to see where he
would have us sow the seeds of
the gospel through loving ser-
vice. Let’s focus on asking God,
“What’s next?”

Habitat for Humanity
May 19-23, June

Loaves & Fishes
Each First Wednesday PM

XYZ’s
Every Fifth Tuesday

Meals on Wheels
Every Fifth Week

ServeFest
Bi-Weekly

Feed My Starving Children
June 7

Youth Summer Stretch
Wednesdays, June 11-July 9

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Monthly

Youth Montana Mission
July 5-11

Youth Thunderbay Mission
June 21-27

Honduras Mission
Annual

Prison Fellowship
Weekly

Angel Tree
Annually

Senior Outreach
Monthly
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All current 8th — 12th grade stu-
dents! We want you to come
hang out this summer for some
sweet games of basketball, vol-
leyball, badminton, foosball, and
so much more that won't even fit
on this page!! Drop in anytime
between 6 - 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day nights beginning June 11th
through August 13th. Bring all
your friends, and come make
some more! See you June 11th!

& !
July 21 — 25, 2008
University of Wisconsin — Stout
Cost: $315.00

Summer Festival is a Christian
summer camp where for one
week, a college campus is trans-
formed to a Bible Camp! Imag-
ine all the fun activities and
games along with cabin times,
devotions, worship and church
group time at college! Registra-
tion forms will be available at the
youth kiosk and the welcome
kiosk. A $100 deposit is required
along with the registration form.

Join us for this awesome summer
program with Jr. High youth
from all over the St. Croix Valley.
All youth who are completing
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grades 6th — 9th are welcome!
We'll get together on Wednes-
days June 11th — July 9th from
8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. for an ex-
traordinary day of challenging
and rewarding experiences
through service and fun! The
total cost is $100 and includes
everything. Please complete a
registration form and turn it in to
Maria Paulsen by May 4th.

(' )
x
Please join us as we celebrate
your high school graduation on
Sunday, May 18th at the 10:30
a.m. service, followed by a
brunch at 11:30 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Rooms. Please RSVP by
May 11th with Maria Paulsen at
651.436.8248 ext. 33.

+

Hey team! Our May Team Meet-
ing is on Sunday, May 18th from
1- 3 p.m. here at SOV. Your final
payment is due on June 7th.

+

Join us for an incredible oppor-
tunity to be a Sr. High Leader for
Summer Stretch! You will learn
how to lead a small group of Jr.
High youth from all over the St.

Croix Valley, and you'll get to
meet new people. We'll get to-
gether on Wednesdays June 11th
—July 9th from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. for an extraordinary day of
challenging and rewarding ex-
periences through service and
fun! All youth who are complet-
ing grades 10th — 12th are en-
couraged to apply. The total cost
is $65 for Sr. High Leaders and
includes transportation, all activi-
ties, and supplies.

, & !

All current 7th — 12th graders,
mark your calendars for July
17th — 20th for three days and
nights of all out worship, camp-
ing, and hanging with friends!
Some say it’s the highlight of
their summer! Others say it's the
highlight of their lives! We say,
it's Sonshine!!! The cost is $75
for all three days! Please register
with a $25 deposit by May 18th.

&
+

Formerly the Tim Team experi-
ence, Summer Fest is an awe-
some way for Sr. High students
to take on leadership roles at the
Jr. High camp. Plus, you'll have a
blast while doing it! Please see
Kim S. for a Counselor applica-
tion.
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Summer Fun Ahead!

*1t
Join us for Power Lab June 9-13
from 9:00 — 11:30 a.m. (children

who turned 3 years old as of September
1, 2007 — current 2nd graders).

Cost $20/student or $50/family.
Registration forms are available
at the Information Kiosk and
Information Desk. Please turn in
registrations as soon as possible.
A late fee of $5 will be incurred after
May 25.

This year students will experience
Jesus’ miraculous power bub-

To unite with the family in connecting all kids to Christ, so they will
His Will for their lives, and

Lord and Savior,
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bling over at Power Lab!
Throughout the week we will
learn from God’s Word how Je-
sus gives us the power to be
thankful, to help others, to be
brave, to live forever, and to tell
others about God. As the kids
are engaged with fun, science-
themed surprises, they will ex-
perience amazing things. Don't
miss the fun!

Get Ready for SportsLife Camp
at Shepherd! (kids who are 6-11
years old)

Monday, July 28 — Thursday, July
31 from 9:00-11:30 a.m. Cost is
$60.

Each three-hour day of camp is
packed full of physical activity,
Bible-based learning, singing,
friendships, and fun Participants
choose from basketball, street
hockey, soccer, ultimate Frisbee,

Lo,

dance, cheerleading, and art.
Along with these choices, there
will be side shows of break danc-
ing, high speed kickball, and rub-
ber chicken challenge. This is a
great event so invite your friends
and

neighbors.

Adult help-

ers are

needed for

this event.

SportsLife

leaders

along with

adult helpers from our church
will oversee this week of fun.
Registration forms are available
online on our website, at the In-
formation Kiosk, and the Infor-
mation Desk.

Him as their
with others His Good News.
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Summer is a great time to have
fun serving Christ! Join us for a
half day of serving at Feed My
Starving Children and a half day
of a fun event. Details are as
follows:

Monday, June 16th — 8:45
a.m-3:45 p.m. FMSC &
Grand Slam. Cost $15.

Tuesday,
July 15th -
8:45am.-
4:.00 p.m.
FMSC &
swimming
at Cascade
Bay. Cost
$15.

Tuesday,

August 12th — 8:45 a.m.-3:15
p.m. FMSC & roller skating
at Skateville. Cost $6.

Summer Servefun has quickly
filled because we are limited in
our number at Feed My Starving
Children. Because cancellations
happen, a waiting list has been
established and is available at the
Information Desk (by the new
entrance) and at the Information
Kiosk (by the Sanctuary).

Adult Chaperones are still
needed for each event. There is

1//4\
e

a 1 adult/3 student ratio required
by Feed My Starving Children. If
you can chaperone in the morn-
ing, but not the afternoon, let us
know.

g /
/
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Hidden Pines Ranch Bible Camp
Located in Stillwater. You can check out

|
www.hiddenpinesranch.com to find out more bcz,“‘? S o
about a two-day Bible Camp happening Thurs- & "%
day, June 12 & Friday, June 13. This camp is i =
for kids entering Kindergarten — 7th grade in
Fall '08. F - -’H

Camp hours are 8:30 am — 4:30 pm, and the

cost is $95 per camper. Flyers available at the

Children’s Ministry Kiosk, the Information Kiosk and the Information
Desk

Pioneer Club Camp Cherith

Located in Frazee, MN. — Pick up a brochure describing summer op-
portunities. You can learn more about this camp by visiting their web-
site: www.camp-cherith.com.

Cost is $280 plus optional fees as described in the brochure available
at the Children’s Ministry Kiosk, the Information Kiosk and the Infor-
mation Desk.
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Spring Clean-Up

$ )67

SOV Spring Grounds and Park-
ing Lot Clean-
Up! Come to
Shepherd on
Saturday, May
3rd at 8:30 am.
to help clean up
the grounds < e -
around the

church. Come alone or bring the
whole family. Bringing a rake,
broom or wheelbarrow from
home would be helpful. We'll
have the coffee, juice and treats
for all. Sign up at the kiosk or
email jwurm@shepherd-
lutheran.org if you can make it!

8

Come and wash the exterior win-
dows on Satur-
day, May 3 at
8:30 a.m. Coffee
and treats will be
provided. If you L

have questions

contact Kim
Ashton at kashton@shepherd-
lutheran.org

1[/*\
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Summer Activities

Several adult activities are
planned for the summer months.
Come out and enjoy some fel-
lowship with others from Shep-
herd.

* 1 $

The Bicycle Group is lead by
Robert and Jane Hanson. Their
first ride is
scheduled
for May 10
at 8:30 a.m.
They will
depart from
the start of the Gateway Trail by
Fleet Farm in Hudson. Robert
and Jane can be contacted at
612.703.5157

, 'S

The Motorcycle Group is led by
Allen Danekas. Besides regularly
scheduled rides, ,

the group is plan- _
ning to have y
some serving and
outreach events.
Their next ride is
scheduled for
May 11 at 11:45 a.m. They will
depart from Shepherd following
the 10:30 a.m. service. For more
information you can contact Al-
len Danekas at 715.441.9704

71 $!
! - Shepherd has reserved
tee times at Afton
Alps each Monday
‘G) night until the end of
MY August. First tee-off
is at 5:30 p.m. The
cost for nine holes this year is
$13 ($11 for seniors).

-N

, 0 /1

Shepherd sponsors two men’s
softball teams in the Hudson
City League. The

teams play on Tues- {f%,
day evenings { e

throughout the y; \/\\
summer. The soft- 2/
ball fields are lo- =4 S
cated behind Keys Restaurant at
Carmichael and Vine in Hudson.
Watch the weekly bulletin for
game times.

0 n/u)

*

Watch for the schedule for
women’s volley-
ball and badmin- @
ton on Sunday
evenings in May

and June. Con-

tact Kim Ashton

for more information at
kashton@shepherd-lutheran.org
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F or many years, Shepherd of
the Valley has been active
with the Angel Tree Ministry
which is an outreach to the chil-
dren of incarcerated parents.

Each year our congregation ea-
gerly anticipates the opportunity
to serve children in the east
metro area, and each year we
share the incredible

experiences and

blessings in serving

the families.

This past Christmas
was no exception—in
fact, we “ran out of”
families to serve. Two weeks
before Christmas, we discovered
that there was a family in the
valley whose father was in Still-
water prison and he had not had
the time to make his request
known to Angel Tree. The chil-
dren were five and six years old,
and they were homeless. Imme-
diate contact was made with the
mother and we listened to her
story. Here was a mother with
two children who, until nine
months earlier, had lived in a
lovely home, had a comfortable
lifestyle, and no financial wor-
ries. But in an instant, they be-

came the innocent victims of the
father’s wrong-doings. Poof!
Everything was gone and their
lives were radically changed.

God had given us a family from
our own community who
needed to be shown compas-
sion, love, God’s faithfulness
and His promise of hope. From
one brief e-mail
that was sent to
the Shepherd
community, the
outpouring of love

i -+ and support was
le\(J]lL TR-EB overwhelming.

But we weren’t
surprised—this is what Shep-
herd is all about: reaching out to
those in need, mindful of James
1:27, to “look after orphans and
widows in their distress.”

Although there was still a rela-
tionship with the father in
prison, they were on their own
for their physical survival. The
journey over the past four
months has been incredible.
Shepherd members have come
forward with thousands of dol-
lars in donations; a six-month
apartment lease was signed and a
commitment made to pay the

rent; the mother found tempo-
rary employment; assistance for
child care has been provided; gas
cards and clothes have been do-
nated. But most importantly, the
love of Christ has been shown
through the hands and feet,
hearts, words, and hugs of a car-
ing congregation.

The family now attends our
church every Sunday. The chil-
dren are in Sunday school and
are sharing the story of Jesus
with their friends. The mother is
being fed through daily Bible
reading.

We know that God has a plan
for healing this broken family
and we are blessed to be part of
His plan.

The father will be released soon
to a half-way house. There will
be struggles and challenges, ad-
justments to be made. Life will
not be the same. But he will not
be alone. With God’s grace and
reassurance, we are confident
that this family will survive and

be one in Him.
Contributed by Dick & Mary Reed
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